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Our expertise covers the 
whole range of maritime 
legal services, including:

•	A rrest

•	A ccess and Examination orders

•	 Bills of lading

• 	 Cargo claims

•	 Charter parties

•	 Carriage of goods

•	 General average

•	 Hull and cargo insurance

•	 Judical sales and foreclosures

•	 Liens

•	 Maritime casualties, collisions, 

	 grounding and salvage

•	 Marine resources

•	 Mortgage foreclosures

•	P  & I

•	P ersonal injuries

•	P ollution

•	S alvage and stowaways

•	S ecurity arrests

•	S hipbuilding and repair

•	S hip sale and purchase

•	S hip finance

Commitment to excellence

Bowman Gilfillan has more than 125 years of experience in 
the specialist field of maritime law. We operate primarily out 
of Cape Town and have an intimate understanding of the 
unique aspects of the South African jurisdiction, one of the 
world’s most favourable jurisdictions for arresting vessels.

We provide efficient and cost effective enforcement and 
defence of all maritime-related claims, ship arrests and 
emergency response.

The Maritime and Transport department of Bowman Gilfillan 
is internationally recognised as offering leading expertise 
throughout all major South African ports. This reputation 
has been built on more than a century of experience, 
24-hour availability and speed of response.

The firm has been involved in numerous significant cases, 
including many of the major casualties in South Africa 
(more recently the groundings of the “Long Charity”, 
the  “Margaret” and the “Safmarine Agulhas”; the 
sinking of the “Ioannis NK” and the “Alexandros T”; and 
collisions involving the “Maritime Master” and “Anangel 
Splendour”) and has successfully represented parties in 
reported cases of academic and practical importance 
(the “Bavarian Trader”, the “Cleopatra Dream”, the 
“Chenebourg” and the “Pacific Yuan Geng”).

As in the case of the firm as a whole, the department 
represents a wide range of international and South African 
clients, including major shipowners, P & I Clubs, hull and 
cargo underwriters and banks involved in ship financing.




